What is Behcet's Disease?

Behcet's (pronounced beh-CHETS) Disease, also known as Behcget's Syndrome, is a chronic
inflammatory disease that may affect multiple organs of the body. Its symptoms, which come and
go over time, are thought to be caused by inflammation in the body's blood vessels. The exact
cause of Behget's Disease is unknown; however, genetic and environmental factors may play a role.

What are the symptoms of Behget's Disease?

People with Behcet's Disease may present with multiple symptoms. These symptoms may not
occur at the same time. Areas affected by Behcet's Disease may include:

e Mouth: Recurrent, painful canker sores (or oral ulcers) in the mouth are the earliest and most
common symptom

e Eyes: Inflammation in the eye can cause pain, sensitivity to light, or blurred vision

e Digestive system: Some of the symptoms include stomach pain, diarrhea, constipation, and
intestinal bleeding

e Genitals: Red, open sores are often seen on the
scrotum or vulva and may leave scars
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¢ Joints: Swelling and pain may affect the knees, ankles,
elbows, or wrists

Is Behcet's Disease a rare disease?
e Behcet's Disease is rare in the US

e According to the FDA, any disorder or condition
that affects fewer than 200,000 persons in the
US is considered a rare disease
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